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“I	Have	A	Dream”	
	

An	excerpt	from	the	speech	given	by	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.		
Delivered	on	the	steps	of	the	Lincoln	Memorial	in	Washington,	D.C.	on		

August	28,	1963.	
	

“…I	say	to	you	today,	my	friends,	so	even	though	we	face	the	difficulties	of	today	and	
tomorrow,	I	still	have	a	dream.	It	is	a	dream	deeply	rooted	in	the	American	dream.	I	
have	a	dream	that	one	day	this	nation	will	rise	up,	live	out	the	true	meaning	of	its	
creed:	‘We	hold	these	truths	to	be	self-evident,	that	all	men	are	created	equal.’”	
	
“…I	have	a	dream	that	my	four	little	children	will	one	day	live	in	a	nation	where	they	
will	not	be	judged	by	the	color	of	their	skin,	but	by	the	content	of	their	character.	I	
have	a	dream	today.	I	have	a	dream	that	one	day	down	in	Alabama,	with	its	vicious	
racists,	with	its	governor	having	his	lips	dripping	with	the	words	of	interposition	
and	nullification,	one	day	right	there	in	Alabama,	little	black	boys	and	black	girls	will	
be	able	to	join	hands	with	little	white	boys	and	white	girls	as	sisters	and	brothers.”	
	
“…This	will	be	the	day,	this	will	be	the	day	when	all	of	God’s	children	will	be	able	to	
sing	with	new	meaning.	‘My	country,	‘tis	of	thee,	sweet	land	of	liberty,	of	thee	I	sing.	
Land	where	my	fathers	died,	land	of	the	pilgrim’s	pride,	from	every	mountainside,	
let	freedom	ring.’	And	if	America	is	to	be	a	great	nation,	this	must	become	true.”	
	
-Taken	from	the	Grolier	1999	Electronic	Encyclopedia	
	
	 	



Questions	for	“I	Have	A	Dream”	
	

1. What	thoughts	and	feelings	did	you	have	as	you	were	reading	what	Martin	

Luther	King,	Jr.	said?	

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

2. What	does	it	mean	when	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	says	that	he	wishes	our	

nation	would	live	to	the	true	meaning	“…that	all	men	are	created	equal”?	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

3. What	do	you	think	is	Martin	Luther	King	Junior’s	dream?	Why?	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________	

	


